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Lady Susan is a short, epistolary novel by Jane Austen. Lady Susan Vernon is a selfish,
attractive, and unscrupulous woman, who tries to trap the best possible husband while
maintaining a relationship with a married man. As a widow, she seeks a match for herself, as well
as husband-hunting for her daughter. Lady Susan is not only beautiful but intelligent and witty;
she's highly attractive to men and her suitors are always significantly younger. Inspired by Les
Liaisons Dangereuses, and written in a similar form, Lady Susan is one of Jane Austen's earliest
finished works. In it, she reveals all the caustic wit and brilliant social satire of her later novellas.

About the AuthorJane Austen (1775-1817) was an English writer focusing mainly on romantic
fiction, and society and life in the 19th century. Austen's titles are revered around the world and
still widely sought after. Austen had her family encouraging her throughout her writing career.
She originally published her writing anonymously. Austen's novels include: Pride and Prejudice,
Sense and Sensibility, Mansfield Park, Emma, Northanger Abbey, and Persuasion.Rosalyn
Landor has worked as an actress since the age of seven, both in Europe and the United States.
Her extensive list of credits includes leading roles on PBS's Masterpiece Theater, miniseries on
all major networks, films, theater, and audio productions. She is an Audie Award nominee and
winner, and she has won several Earphones Awards. She was chosen by AudioFile as a Best
Voice of 2009 and 2010.
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Jay Hamilton, “Hilarious!. This Austen work doesn’t seem to receive the same level of
recognition as do others, but I found it to be one of the best. I could not help chuckling all the
way through. What a charming manipulator is Lady Susan Vernon! The ladies see right through
her; the men can’t get past her pretty face.  I highly enjoyed this short but sweet boo.”

D. Kane, “Lady Susan: A "Novel" in a Literay Tradition. I make no direct comment on LADY
SUSAN. But a 'novel of letters'? You don't have to run to Dostoevsky for an example. Austen is
here writing out of a long tradition of epistolary novels. See Samuel Richardson, PAMELA. See
Thomas Fielding, SHAMELA ( needless to say, a spoof of Pamela). And there are plenty of
others. Pamela begat Shamela which begat Joseph Andrews, Tom Jones. And on to Austen.
Note the importance of letters, or notes, in ALL of her novels. Darcy's letter of explanation to
Elizabeth. The proposal, in Persuasion. And I'm certain you can recall many other letters that
advance the action. More to the point, a close reading of the novels reveals Austen as social
critic, sometimes cruel commentator, a cynic, sarcastic, no prude and far, far, far from the lady-
like genteel tea sipping Lady some readers want to find.She had a sharp eye, a sharp tongue,
and a sharp pen.Ross Kane”

Virginia Watts, “Jane Austen reveals all about Lady Susan through a series of letters. This is a
book made up entirely of a series of letters either from Lady Susan or to Lady Susan from
friends and family. Austen, as always, has a clear insight into the conceits of society and those
with aspirations towards monetary gain. The letters reveal Lady Susan to be a person of little
integrity, and with a razor sharp ability to manipulate men, in particular, to her own advantage.
She treats her own daughter with disdain and uses her as a pawn in her societal games to her
own benefit. While Lady Susan is revealed as a creature out only for her own gain, the letters are
compelling as each one reveals yet another facet of her deception and conspiracy. Early Austen,
and worth the read. Thumbs up!”

Bella, “LETTERS CUT SHORT. Having seen and vastly enjoyed the movie "Love and
Friendship" - I think that was the title - I wanted to read Austen's original, understanding only that
it was an epistolary novel. The movie carries on past the book to Lady Susan's marriage with
the foolish wealthy suitor disdained by her daughter, continued affair, and upcoming childbirth:
her just deserts, it seems, while the book simply ends before all that as if Austen had tired of the
writing or had an idea for a better story that she couldn't resist. However, I read it at one sitting
and am glad to have purchased it.”

Gitanjali Singhal, “Memoir by a nephew, not a biography. As her nephew, he was in a position to
use is own recollections of the author, as well as verbal accounts from his near relatives. Very
few of her letters and manuscripts have survived; Jane Austen was a family-oriented person;



hence family was a very important source of information about her. As well, he has also written
about manners and customs in her time, which had changed even by the time this memoir was
written, but not so long before as to be forgotten by older contemporaries of the author.The
author has also tried to provide a fairly balanced opinion about his aunt, while still calling it a
memoir and not a biography.I found it very interesting reading.”

RR in DC, “A short, great and overlooked Jane Austen novel.. The story line, written in the form
of letters between mostly female friends and relatives, and would make one subplot in a longer
Austen novel. Lady Susan is determined to establish her and her daughter's financial security
through the only route available to women at that time, marriage, and she maneuvers
successfully to do so, breaking the heart of one dim witted man after another. Austen presents
so well a women's view of the world. She fully develops her female and male characters from a
woman's perspective (so hard to find in the literary world). The 2016 movie, Love and
Friendship, illustrates the novel well, but the entire plot is expressed in this witty little book.”

David Hume, “Funny Portrait by a Young and Inexperienced Author. Jane Austen is one of my
favorite authors. I liked her very early "Lady Susan" very much. To be sure, Austen was just at
the beginning of her career, and had not yet fully developed her incomparable mature style. I
missed the wry, ironic tone of the later masterpieces, such as "Emma" and "Pride and
Prejudice", but found her story amusing nevertheless.  A fun read for Jane Austen fans!”

Sue pollard, “Lady Susan. A superb recount of the times in which it was written. The series of
letters read so well, it is like being written to oneself.”

The Doc, “A must for Austen fans. This is such a charming window into the real world of Jane
Austen. She was an absolute genius and I’m so sorry for her early death.”

The book by Jane Austen has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 387 people have provided feedback.
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